@ TurkishClass10l.com

LESSON NOTES

Intermediate S1 #1

A Turkish Job Interview
.|

CONTENTS

Dialogue - Turkish

Main

English
Vocabulary
Sample sentences
Vocabulary phrase usage
Grammar
Cultural insight

TURKISHCLASS101.COM INTERMEDIATE S1 #1 0



DIALOGUE - TURKISH

MAIN
Emre:
Selin :
Emre:
Ozge:

Emre:

Ozge:
Emre:
Ozge:
Emre:

Ozge:

ENGLISH
Emre:
Selin :
Emre:
Ozge:

Emre:

Ozge:
Emre:
Ozge:
Emre:

Ozge:

Selin Hanim, toplanti i¢cin Onur Beyler geldiler mi?

Gelmediler Emre Bey. Hastaymis. Sali gtiintne ertelediler.

Tamam. Ben Ozge Hanim'la gériismeye gidiyorum. Ozge Hanim Merhaba, hosgeldiniz.
Hosbulduk Emre Bey.

Kreatif metin yazarligi pozisyonumuza bagvurmussunuz. Yiksek lisansinizi Tokyo'da
yapmissiniz.Ne Gzerine?

Pazarlama ve tuketim kalturd Gzerine ¢calstim.

Cok guzel. Peki, sizi Tokyolara kadar gétiren motivasyon neydi?
Japonya'dan egitim bursu aldim. Teyzemler de orada yasiyorlardi.
Peki, akademik basariniz var ama is deneyiminiz yok galiba?

Evet, bu ylzden size basvurmak istedim.

Selin, has Onur come for the meeting?

He didn't, Emre. He's sick. He postponed it until Tuesday.
OK.I'm going to interview Ozge now. Ozge, hello, welcome.
Thanks, Emre.

You've applied for our creative content writing position and you did your Master's in
Tokyo. In what?

I studied marketing and consumption culture.

Very nice. Well, what's the motivation that took you as far as Tokyo?
I'had a scholarship and my aunt's family lives there as well.

Well, you've had academic success but no work experience, I guess...

Yes, that's why I applied to your company.

VOCABULARY



Turkish English Class
basvurmak to apply verb
pazarlama marketing noun
yuksek lisans MA degree adjective clause
pozisyon position noun
yazar writer, author noun
metin text, content noun
gorusmek to meet, to keep in touch, to do an interview verb
toplanti meeting noun
deneyim experience noun
ertelemek to postpone verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Iyi bir tasarimin pazarlama yéni de gicli
olmalidir.

A good design has to have a strong marketing
strategy.

Yoga 6grenirken pozisyonlari dogru yapmak
olabilecek sakatliklari énler.

When learning yoga, doing the positions right
helps one avoid possible injuries.

Her yil Istanbul kitap fuarina bir cok yerli yazar
katilr.

Every year, a lot of local Turkish writers attend
the Istanbul Book Fair.

Reklam metinlerini hazirladin mi?

Did you prepare the commercial text?

Metni kopyalayip konu bashgi kismina yapistirin.

"Copy the text and paste it in the subject line. "

MuUsteri hizmetleri ile gérastiin mu?

Did you speak with Customer Relations?

En yakin zamanda goéruselim!

"Let's see (each other) as soon as possible."

Toplanti odasindaki toplanti

meeting in the boardroom

Bizim yarin sabah on bucgukta City Park'ta bir
toplantimiz var

We have a meeting tomorrow morning at 10:30
a.m. at the City Park Hotel.

Oglen toplantisi

lunch meeting

Is toplantisi

business meeting

Patron bir toplanti gergeklestiriyor

The boss is holding a meeting.

Calisanlar toplanti odasinda bir toplanti
gerceklestiriyorlar

The employees are having a meeting in the
boardroom.

Isarkadaslari bir toplanti gerceklestiriyor

The coworkers are having a meeting.




Bugunku toplanti cok uzundu. Toplanti saat kagta?

"Today's meeting was so long." "When is the meeting?"

Toplanti, 2. katta yapilacak. Onemli bir toplanti sirasinda uyumak oldukga
kaba bir davranis.
"The meeting will be held on the 2nd floor ."
"It is a very impolite behavior to sleep during an
important meeting."

insanlar toplantiya katilirlar. Emre, pazarlama sektérinde deneyim sahibidir.

"The people attend the meeting." Emre has experience in marketing.

Matematik sinavi sallya ertelendi.

Math exams have been postponed to tuesday.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

davet etmek ("to invite")
Davetis a noun meaning "invitation" and etmek is one of the major auxiliary verbs in Turkish.

Davet etmek can be used in any formal or casual occasion like when inviting someone to dinner at your
place, asking for a dance, or even to a formal event like a wedding. In more informal situations, like
among friends, you can use ¢agirmak instead. Cagirmak means "to call."

For example, if you want to invite your friends to a home party, a café, or the movies you can say
Arkadaslarimi cagirdim, meaning "Iinvited my friends."

For example:

1. Kuzenini yemege davet ettim.
"Linvited your cousin to dinner."

egitim bursu ("education scholarship")

Egitim bursuis a compound noun composed of two different nouns: egitim meaning "education," and
burs meaning "scholarship."

This compound noun is often used for university scholarships sponsored by the government or private
scholarships sponsored by companies. You'll find that scholarships fall into different categories in the
Turkish Education system. It is good to know these terms if you are interested in studying in Turkey. For
instance, basari bursu means "scholarship of academic excellence," gereksinim bursu means "grant of
necessity," kitap bursu means "book grant," yemek bursu means "food grant," yaz okulu bursu means
"summer school scholarship," and har¢ artisi muafiyetimeans "school fee exemption."

For example:

1. Egitim bursu alarak Japonya'ya gitti ve doktora yapti.
"He/she received a scholarship, went to Japan, and got a PhD."



kreatif metin yazarligi ("creative copywriting/content writing")

Kreatif metin yazarligiis an adjective clause made by a loanword, kreatif, meaning "creative," metin
meaning "text," and yazarlik, meaning "writer," "author."

Loanwords are often used for stylized connotations. For example, "creative" translates to yaraticiin
Turkish. But for this job position they prefered to use kreatifto have a stronger, cooler effect. This is
often mocked as being plaza dili, meaning "business slang."

For example:

1. Unlii yazar ge¢misinde bir ajansta kreatif metin yazarligi yapmisti.
"The famous author did creative typewriting in an agency in his/her past."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Using the Intermediate Level Plural Suffix (-/er, -lar)
Cok giizel. Peki, sizi Tokyolara kadar gétiiren motivasyon neydi?
"Very nice. Well, what's the motivation that took you as far as Tokyo?"

In this lesson, you will learn how to:
1. Use the -ler and -/ar suffix to emphasize respect
2. Use the -/er and -/ar suffix to emphasize family

3. Use the -/er and -/ar suffix to imply similarity

1. How to use the -/er and -/ar suffix to emphasize respect

There are two examples from the dialogue that fit this criteria, Onur Beyler and Tokyolar. In Turkish, the -
ler and -lar suffixes are used to make a noun or a verb plural. However, in these examples plural suffixes
connote respect, dignity, and reputation.

Similarly, the suffix could be added at the end of the verb to show respect.

The Usage of the Plural Suffix to Show Respect and Reputation



When the plural suffix is When the plural suffix is When the plural suffix is

attached to the object attached to the subject attached to the verb
Onur Beyler toplanti yapiyor. Onur Beyler'e toplantiya gittik. Onur Bey toplanti yapiyorlar.
"Onur is having a meeting." "We went to Onur's office for the "Onur is having a meeting."
meeting."

Doktor Hanimlar ameliyattadir.  Biz gittigimizde Doktor Hanimlar Doktor Hanim ameliyattalar.
"The doctor (female) is in ameliyattayd.. "The doctor (female) is in
surgery." "When we went there the doctor surgery."

was in surgery."

Important point: Notice that the suffixes added to the verbs indicate many things in Turkish like mood,
time, and the personal pronoun.

In addition, the plural suffix is attached at the end of the mood suffixes.

Conjugating the verb "to eat" and using plural suffixes to emphasize respect and formality

Affirmative Negative Interrogative

Suffix -ler yerler yemezler yerler mi?
"They/You/he/she eat/s." "They don't eat." "Do they eat?"

Suffix -lar yaparlar yapmazlar yaparlar mi?
"They/You/he/she do/does." "They/you/he/ "Do they/you/he/she do?"

she don't/doesn't do."

Turkish is an intensely agglutinative language. Therefore the suffixes demonstrate great diversity due to
vowel harmony rules. The plural suffixes -ler and -/ar are no exception. In e-type vowel harmony, you
have two options: the one with vowel e or the one with vowel a.

Although we've covered Turkish vowel harmony rules in detail in our previous lessons, let us remind you
why we have two different plural suffixes one more time.

If the last vowel in the word is g, 1, 0, or u: use the suffix with vowel a
If the last vowel in the word is e, i, 6, or U: use the eform.

A good hint is to memorize this: The suffix with a comes after the undotted vowels and e comes after
the dotted vowels.

Why do we have Turkish vowel harmony rules? Well, Turkish claims to be a language that is read as it's
written. So in order to have a musical language that flows smoothly the suffixes mutate according to the
preceding stem or suffix.

For example:

1. Sayin basbakanimiz bir konusma yapacaklar.
"Our esteemed Prime Minister will be giving a speech."



2. Fatihler, Kanuniler Osmanli'yi imparatorluk haline getirdiler.
"People like Fatih the Conqueror and Suleiman the Magnificent made the Ottomans an empire."

3. Hanimefendi, bu aksam yemek yiyecekler mi?
"Will the lady be eating tonight?"

Keypoint: Notice that in all examples the personal pronoun is singular, however the plural suffix is added
to the verb to emphasize respect, honor, and reputation.

2. How to use the -/er and -/ar suffix to emphasize family

The Turkish plural suffix can also be used after proper nouns or words to show relative relationships
and make family and collective nouns.

You'll most often encounter this example as objects and subjects in a Turkish sentence.

The Usage of the Plural Suffix to Emphasize Family Relations

Bugtin dayimlara gittik. Object

Bugtin dayimlar bize geldi. Subject

Notice that in the first example noun case -eis mutated to -a. This is because of the vowel harmony rules
in Turkish. In -e type vowel harmony, vowel e mutates according to the precedent vowel. Remember that
noun case -e signifies the dative case and it shows that the word that it is attached to is going towards
something or somewhere.

Examples
Complement Subject Object Example
Bugtin (biz) gittik dayimlara Bugtin dayimlara gittik.
"Today" "(we) went" "to my uncle's" "We went to my uncle's
today."
Bugtin (onlar) dayimlar bize Bugtin dayimlar bize
"Today" geldi 'to us" geldi.
"(they) my uncle and "My uncle and his
his family came" family came to us
today."

For example:

1. Mertler yarin boks magina gidiyorlar.
"Mert and his friends are going to a boxing match tomorrow."



2. Amcamlar Kanada'ya tasindilar.
"My uncle and his family moved to Canada."

3. Sizinkiler hala evliler mi?
"Are your parents still married?"

3. How to use the -/er and -/ar suffix to imply similarity and repetition

The third connotation of the Turkish suffix is to imply similarity, time, and generalization.
The generalized connotation sometimes includes apotheosis or irony.

For example, imagine a Turkish person with a degree from an American University. His family asks him
something related to the USA and he cannot provide a convincing answer. His family can then say:

1. Amerikalara kadar gittin hala bilmiyor musun?
"You went to the USA and you still don't know this?"

However, the example in our dialogue is when Tokyolara Selin's future boss Emre is impressed by the
fact that she went to Japan to do a PhD. That's why he uses a plural suffix, to emphasize appreciation.

With this connotation, the Turkish plural suffix is often used after a noun as an object or subject of the
sentence.

The second usage is to imply repetition.

1. Yillar yil seni disledim.
"I have been dreaming about you for years and years."

2. Aslanlar aslani kuzenim burs kazanmis.
"My most wonderful cousin has won a scholarship."
Literal translation: "My cousin who is like the lion king among a pride of lions has won the
scholarship."

Notice that in the example above, the plural suffix acts like superlative. Also this repetition adds the
nuance of exaggeration and worship to the sentence.

The third usage is to express similarity.

1. Orhan Pamuklar Tlirk edebiyatini Diinya'ya acti.
"Authors like Orhan Pamuk introduced Turkish literature to the World."

In this example, the plural suffix indicates authors like Orhan Pamuk. Therefore, it signifies being alike
and similarity.

Let us just give a final warning before we end this lesson. In Turkish, the nouns that come after numbers
don't have plural suffixes.



1. Iki kalemler (Wrong)
Iki kalem (Correct)
"Two pencils"

Sample Sentences

1. Sabahlari gazete okurum.
"I read the newspaper every morning."

2. Sizler de Orhan Pamuklar gibi yaratici olabilirsiniz.
"You can be as creative as the likes of Orhan Pamuk."

3. Marka ¢anta satin almak icin Parislere gitmenin ne anlami var!
"There is no sense in going to Paris in order to buy brand bags."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Useful Things to Learn for a Job Interview in Turkey

Tirkiye'de basarili bir is gériismesi yapmak evrensel olarak kabul edilmis bir takim kurallar cergcevesinde
sekillenir. Ornedin; is gériismesinden énce 6zgecmisinizi iki kopya olarak hazirlamak. Ginidmiizde,
ozellikle Amerika'da 6zge¢cmise resim eklemek politik olarak dogru bir davranis olmasa da Tuirkiye'deki is
basvurularinda hala cok 6nemlidir. Bu yizden gtincel fotografinizi 6zge¢cmisinize atagla tutturun veya
yapistirin. Gértismeye zamaninda gidin, rahat ama ayni zamanda ciddi giyinin. Gértisme sirasinda, kisisel
basarilarinizi 6n plana ¢ikarin ve neden basvurdugunuz pozisyon icin ideal bir aday oldugunuzu anlatin.
Maasi sormaktan ¢cekinmeyin ve sigortanizin olup olmayacagini mutlaka sorun. Bir cok firma yemek
masraflari igin ticket sistemini kullanmaktadir. Ticket sistemi bir kart yardimi ile isler. Temelde, ¢calistiginiz
kurum bu kartin icine 6gle yemeklerinizi disarida yemeniz icin para koyar. Istanbul'da trafik cok yorucu
ve zor olabilir bu yiizden servisi olan bir sirketi tercih etmek isteyebilirsiniz. Yoksa, yol icin ekstra para
istemekten ¢ekinmeyin.

You can find the most popular Turkish websites for job hunting below. You can fill out your CV in English
or Turkish on these websites and write a different cover letter for each application.
http://www.kariyer.net/

https://www.secretcv.com/

http://www.yenibiris.com/



Having a successful job interview in Turkey pretty much revolves around universally accepted patterns.
For instance, you need to prepare two copies of your CV just to be safe before the job interview.
Nowadays, especially in the USA, it is not considered politically correct to have your photo on the your
CV, however it is still considered to be a vital part of Turkish job applications. So make sure to glue or
attach your updated photo on your CV. Be on time, and dress in a smart casual fashion. During the
interview, try to emphasize your individual accomplishments and why you think you are the best
candidate for the position you want to apply for. Don't be shy when talking about your salary and asking
whether you'll have insurance. Most companies offer tickets for your daily food expenses. The ticket
system operates with a card. Basically, your company puts money on that special card so that you can
have lunch outside at any restaurant for free. The card should not be included in the salary. Some
companies also offer service buses for your commute to work. The traffic in Istanbul can be very
challenging and tiring, so you might prefer a company with service buses. Otherwise, do not hesitate to
ask for extra commute money.

You can find the most popular Turkish websites for job hunting below. You can fill out your CV in English
or Turkish on these websites and write a different cover letter for each application.
http://www.kariyer.net/

https://www.secretcv.com/

http://www.yenibiris.com/



